




































19 
 

a) The Nature of the Dispute 

 

 
50. This arbitration concerns a significant environmental protection program for 

the province of Ontario. It also concerns a potentially significant amount of 

taxpayer money.  Every municipality with a population in excess of 5,000 

persons is required to have a blue box program.  The program in issue here 

involves over 200 cities, towns and other municipalities in the province.  It is 

estimated by the parties in their pleadings that 50% of the net costs, to be paid 

by the Stewards, is somewhere between $95 million and $117 million for 

2014. What is not funded by SO will be paid from the public purse. 

 

b) The Impact on the Proceedings of the Presence of the Public and the 

Media 

 

51. None of the parties suggested that the presence of the public or the media 

would have any adverse impact on the proceedings.  The parties are 

sophisticated and they are represented by experienced and sophisticated 

counsel.  I can discern no reason to suggest that a hearing attended by the 

public and the press would have a negative effect on the proceedings. 

 

c) Any Negative Effect on the Parties to the Proceedings 

 

52. The Applicants, who are the movers of this motion not surprisingly, did not 

suggest that there would be any negative impact on the case for the 

Municipalities or Toronto. They argued that this is in effect a public dispute 

over tax dollars. Specifically, because the Stewards’ obligation in any given 

year is calculated on the basis of the blue box program’s revenue and costs 
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